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SPONTANEOUSNESS IN CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


‘ For to their power (I bear record) yea, and beyond their power, they were willing 
of themselves.”? II. Corinthians viii. 3. 


Tue connection in which these words are found, will be seen by 
referring to the first five verses of the chapter. Paul is speaking par- 
ticularly of the liberal contributions of the churches in Macedonia for 
the suffering Christians in Judea. Though these churches were them- 
selves “ in a great trial of affliction,” and had formidable difficulties to 
surmount in order to sustain their own ground and enjoy the blessings 
of their new hope and precious faith, yet, without waiting to be urged, 
to the extent, not of their convenience merely, but of their ability, the 
were ready to minister to the wants of their brethren. Nay, their incli- 
nation exceeded the measure of theirpower. They would have done 
more if they could ; but as it was, the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. ‘ With 
much entreaty, they prayed that Paul and Timothy would receive the 
gift and take upon them the fellowship of ministering to the saints.” 
One can hardly avoid pausing here to ask, how soon would the treasu- 
ry of the Lord be filled to overflowing, and ample means be provided 
for prosecuting with new vigor the enterprises of benevolence, if Chris- 
tians at this day had the same “ mind to the work,” the energy of pur- 

~ pose, the preparation for and forwardness in their work, which charac- 
terized the new and feeble churches of Macedonia? Nor was it in 
respect of this grace only, that these churches were deserving of com- 
mendation. For Paul says in his first Letter to the Thessalonians, 
“ We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you 
in our prayers; Remembering without re work of faith, and 
labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
sight of God and our Father. And ye became followers of us, and of 
the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the 
Holy Ghost ; so that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Mace- 
donia and Achaia.” Indeed, it seems to have been characteristic of 
the early Christians generally, that they entered with all the heart into 
the realities of the new faith, and were ready to submit to any self- 
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denial, to encounter any trial, to perform any duty, which the Master 
demanded of them. Paul and Timothy “ give thanks to God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and abound in prayer for the Chris- 
tians at Colosse, on hearing of their faith in Christ Jesus, and of the 
love which they had to all the saints.” This certainly is very high 
testimony to the piety of those Christians; for Paul had most exalted 
conceptions of the standard with which those, professing godliness, 
should be compared. In like manner, he addresses the brethren at 
Philippi, “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always 
in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your 
fellowship in the Gospel, from the first day until now.” In a similar 
style, he bears testimony to the fervent, active, and steadfast piety of 
other churches. 

Of the Christians also who lived in the age immediately succeeding 
that of the Apostles, it is said, “ Whatever their faults were, they had 
no hypocrisy in their religious professions. In these, they were alto- 
gether whele-heerted and sincere, and they performed their duty, so 
far as they knew it. They were ready, at any time, to sacrifice their 
all for Christ ; and when they said that they gave up themselves and 
all they had to be the Lord’s, they meant just what they said, and shrunk 
not from any of the responsibilities involved in such a profession. It 
was their simple, implicit, whole-hearted faith, which gave them their 
mighty power.” 

Are not these examples full of instruction and admonition to Chris- 
tians of the present day? The primitive disciples were ready to every 
good word and work. “ Not by constraint, but willingly,” they gave 
themselves to the duties of their high calling. As Titus, “ being more 
forward, of his own accord went to his labors among the churches, so 
private Christians, freely, cheerfully engaged in the performance of the 
will of God. It seems as if they could hardly be denied the privilege 
of doing according to their ability in promoting the kingdom of Christ.”” 
According to their power, yea, and beyond their power, they were 
willing of themselves ; Praying us with much entreaty that we should 
receive the gift. 


The passage thus introduced to our notice will allow us to consider 
the importance of 


SPONTANEOUSNESS IN CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


I mean by the phrase, a constant readiness on the part of Christians 
‘to fulfil all their obligations to Christ, to the Church, to themselves and 
the world. They should not wait to be urged with accumulated and 
impulsive motive from without; but, being sure that they know the 
will of God, should cheerfully, of their own accord, perform it. So 
heartily should they respond to the claims of the Gospel upon their 
souls, bodies, time, talents and professions, that it would be their most 
— act of self-denial not to yield to them. So truly should they 

ove Christ and his Church, that nothing would grieve them more, than 
not to be permitted, to the extent of their ability, to advance their in- 
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terests. Instead of waiting to be called upon, instead of making ex- 
cuses, instead of endeavoring to find an opiate for the conscience on 
account of neglected obligation and broken vows, they should be hourly 
asking, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? and most cheerfully doing 
or suffering the whole will of God in reference to them. 

“ And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, 
saying, This is the thing which the Lord commanded, saying, Take ye 
from among you an offering unto the Lord; whosoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord. And they came, every 
one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made 
willing, and they brought the Lord’s offering to the work of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and for all his service. And the children 
of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every man and wo- 
man whose heart made them willing to bring.” So also David, in pre- 
paring for the structure of the Lord’s temple, says, “ I have prepared 
with all my might for the house of my God—because I have set m 
affection to the house of my God ;” and he inquires, ‘“ Who then is 
willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?” “Then the 
chiefs of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel offered willingly. 
Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with 
perfect heart they offer willingly to the Lord; and David the king, also, 
rejoiced with great joy.” 

These instances happily illustrate the idea intended to be conveyed 
by the phrase, spontaneousness in Christian duty. You perceive there 
was no reluctance, no drawing back, no waiting for others, in the cases 
here specified. Their hearts were in the work, and nothing would 
have pained them more, we may suppose, than not to enjoy the privi- 
lege of contributing their part for the service proposed. Indeed, in the 
first instance, the people, we are told, brought much more than enough 
for the service of the work—and Moses caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, “ Let neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were re- 
strained from bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient for all 
the work to make it, and too much.” That expresses it with beauty 
and clearness. When Christians look with an earnest eye upon their 
relations to Christ and his cause, when they cherish a deep sense of in- 
dividual obligation and personal responsibility ; when they meditate 
on the love of Jesus until constrained to exclaim, 


* Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demand my life, my soul, my all;” 
when they feel willing, nay more than barely willing—when they 
delight to do the will of God, and pant to do or suffer just what they 
believe will most please their Master; in a word, when their first care 
is to ascertain duty, and their irrepressible desire to perform it in all 
circumstances and at all times;—then, and then only, do they embody 


in their own life and experience the idea of sponfaneousness in Chris- 
tian duty. 
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If I may borrow analogies from sensible objects, I would Say of one 
who does duty of his own accord, from the impulses of his own free 
will, guided of course by the word, and under the influence of the 
Spirit of God, that he is like the overflowing vessel, which only asks 
for vent, that it may be somewhat relieved from its oppressive ful- 
ness. His opposite is one that requires constant filling from extrane- 
ous agency ; sounds hollow ; if permitted, or even solicited, sends forth 
no jets, gives you no impression of fulness, or of energy, or of life, 
The former is like the horse that panteth for the goal and devoureth 
the space before him, enjoying every motion of his own muscles and 
limbs ; the latter like the hack that needs constant urging with lash or 
spur. This is the personification of indolence, whose movements are 
a burden, whose practical theory is, that walking is better than running, 
standing still better than walking, sitting better than standing, and 
lying down better than all ; that of the man ot high health and buoyant 
life, whose walk scarcely raises the dust, whose motion is a spring and 
a joy. The overflowing, irrepressible, unfailing fountain, whose waters 
leap forth in music and gladness, carrying with them refreshment and 
blessings wherever they find their joyous way, is an apt emblem of the 
Christian, who, “not of constraint, but willingly,” engages in the ser- 
vice of Christ. 

I have multiplied illustrations of this point, influenced by a desire 
that each one, not those merely who are accustomed to give earnest 
heed to the things which they hear—but that each one who is distinc- 
tively styled a Christian, may have a clear view of what is meant by 
acting willingly, of one’s accord, from the spontaneous promptings 
of one’s own full and cheerful heart. 

Is it necessary now, to say a single word to enforce the importance 
of this? Will not every professed Christian admit, without the slight- 
est hesitation, or a moment’s wavering, that he is under imperative ob- 
ligation to exemplify this idea in his own life? Yet, it may be desira- 
ble to refresh our minds by passing in review some of those considera- 
tions which urge this duty. It is so easy to forget some of the plainest 
duties, so common to admit a thing without question, and yet fail ut- 
terly to reduce that thing to every-day practice, that on many points 
of clear and obvious moral obligation, we need line upon line and pre- 
cept upon precept. Let me then ask 

I. If this spontaneousness in Christian duty is not a test of sincer- 
ity? How otherwise can you obtain evidence yourself—how give 
evidence to others, that you are truly a child of God? Is it not one 
mode with which the Spirit witnesseth with our spirits to our adoption 
into Christ’s spiritual family, that we love to do just what our divine 
Master would have us? “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?”’— 
“ T delight to do thy will, O my God”—* As the hart panteth after 
the water-brooks, so panteth my soul for thee, O God’’—“ I made haste 
and delayed not to keep thy commandments ;” —these, and utterances 
like these, are the indications of a sincere and earnest faith and love. 
Without any indications of this sort, where shall evidence be sought 
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or found, that the soul knows anything, experimentally, of adoption ? 
What though you profess to be a saint, and subscribe with your own 
hand to be the Lord’s. What though you find a place with tolerable 
punctuality in the house of prayer and at the sacramental table; if 
your heart prompt you not to “ walk in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameless.” Suppose you are more earnest in worldly pursuits 
than in the duties of religion,—are more interested in compassing the 
purposes of personal emolument and selfish enjoyment, than in sustain- 
ing the worship of God, laboring for the conversion of sinners, and 
obeying the Lord Jesus Christ. Can ie have evidence yourself, that 
you are sincerely pious? Can you afford such evidence to others ?— 
“ Be not deceived” —* God looketh upon the heart;” and if that heart 
be not filled with love to him—love that prompts to the vigorous ex- 
ercise of all the powers of the soul in his service—love that makes 
labor, and even suffering a pleasure, because it is well-pleasing to the 
Master—he utters the decision with an emphasis that cannot be mis- 
understood—One thing thou lackest. When giveth the son evidence 
most conclusive that he sincerely loves his father? When he goes 
about his father’s business with downcast eye, with halting steps, with 
reluctance and irksomeness painted on every feature? When he goes, 
because he feels that he must, or else be punished? When he is wish- 
ing so intensely as almost to utter it aloud, that he could escape the 
burdensome task ? Or is it, when he waits only just long enough to un- 
derstand what his father’s will is, and then with joy beaming in his 
eye, and lightness in every step, hastens to execute it? In this case, 
sincere and earnest love prompts to duty ; in that, fear of consequences 
if duty be neglected. One needs the lash and spur ; the other, spurning 
all outward incitement, springs joyously on his course. This is a law 
unto himself—acting out the promptings of his own heart; that needs 
the coercive impulse of a law from without, which says, This do, or die. 
Can the latter be sincere? Is his heart right in the sight of God? 
Can the former be otherwise than sincere? His true and burning love 
is seen in every motion, is disclosed in the glance of the eye, utters 
itself in every word of the tongue. 


Il. Likeness to Christ demands this free will effort. This has been 
implied in the foregoing remarks ; let it now be distinctly announced. 
We profess to be his disciples. We call ourselves by his name. We 
have vowed to walk in his steps. We are pledged to one another and 
to him, before heaven and earth, that we will more and more clearly 
exhibit his moral image in our own characters. But can we do it, 
without being willing of ourselves, to engage in every good word and 
work? “If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 
But what was his spirit? “Then said I, lo I eome to do thy will, O 
God.” “TI delight to do thy will,O my God.” His whole life, his: 
sufferings, his death, all showed that his heart was set on the great 
work ; that he went to it not as a task from which he would gladly 
have been excused, but as a labor of love which he would cheerfully 

12* 
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execute, at whatever personal sacrifice or expenditure—Are we his 
disciples 2? Would we be followers of him as dear children ? Beholdin 
with open face, as ina glass, the glory of the Lord, would we be 
changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord? Then must we, cheerfully, of our own accord, be about 
our Father’s business. We must not be reluctant, and draw back, and 
wait for others to perform what evidently belongs to us ; but, layin 
aside every weight, and the easily-besetting sin, run with patience and 
with joy the race set before us,“ looking unto Jesus.” 


Ill. This duty may be enforced by urging the principle of justice. — 
You exact this in other cases. You are utterly dissatisfied with a child, 
if he serve you from fear and not from love. The thought that one 
whom you love so well, for whom you are doing so much, and of whom 
you require only what is perfectly reasonable, should not cordially and 
without fear of punishment enter into your views and perform your 
will respecting him, is extremely trying and displeasing to you. Let 
the same rule bear with equal force upon your own me beta to your 
Father in heaven. On the principle of simple justice, in accordance 
with the teachings of your own conscience, ought you not with glad- 
ness and joy to do your Master’s will ? 

Again: when you employ a person to do a service for you, and 
offer him a fair compensation, you have a right to expect that he will 
cheerfully fulfil his obligation to you,—that he will not cheat you— 
will not slight or neglect any part of it. Have you not engaged vol- 
untarily to serve a divine Master for life? The prospect of a reward 
before you is sufficiently large to meet your highest wish, and gratify 
your most intense longing. How, then, can you regard the principle 
of simple honesty, without doing from the heart, with a free will that 
asks not, that brooks not urging, the things involved in a Christian pro- 
fession ? 

Further ; you expect and have reason to expect, that those whom 
you have called “ to watch over you in the Lord,” and “ feed you with 
knowledge and understanding,” will be the servants of the church for 
Jesus’ sake, with hearty cheerfulness and prompt good will. If you 
have occasion for suspecting that they follow Christ for the loaves and 
fishes ; that they study, and preach, and labor with you, merely or 
mainly for the living afforded them, you are dissatisfied, and rightly so. 
If they fail to bring beaten oil into the sanctuary ; if they neglect their 
appropriate calling, to cultivate a farm, or prosecute plans for accumu- 
lating property ; if they make their pastoral visits, enter the pulpit, 
administer the ordinances, attend the regular meetings of the church 
as if it were a painful task—a work for which they have no relish and 
in which they have no heart—you say at once, that they have either 
mistaken their calling, or that they have cause for immediately hum- 
bling themselves before God, and returning to their “first love.” You 
deem it altogether essential, that they, without waiting to be urged, 
without complaint or misgjving, consecrate themselves wholly to their 
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work, and from the constant and spontaneous pressure of holy love 
outward, go as cheerfully to their labors, as the miser to his gold, the 
soldier to his post of honor. Well, so it should be, past all question. 
But then, the rule works in more than one direction. “ ‘Thou that 
teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?’ If you see that this is 
duty, and justly demanded in the case of those who minister at God’s 
altar, you may and should see, that it is duty and imperatively required, 
in the case of all who profess to love our Lord Jesus Christ. We read 
of those who “ laid heavy burdens on other men’s shoulders, and griev- 
ous to be borne ; but they themselves touched them not with one of 
their fingers.” Be not ye, in the remotest respect, like unto them. 
Draw the line of duty fairly arqund others indeed ; but slacken it not 
when it begins to press upon yourselves. From your child, from your 
hired servant, from those who minister to you in holy things, expect a 
cheerful performance of the duties involved in the respective cases: 
but forget not, that consistency and justice demand the same of you. 

Perhaps I might as well introduce under this particular the fact, that 
you have solemnly promised this spontaneousness in Christian duty, 
before God and the church. When you first began to contemplate the 
religion of Christ, if you did it aright, it was as a religion of the heart, 
a religion of love. When you first indulged a hope, that you had 
experienced the great change, by which an unhumbled sinner becomes 
a child of God, you felt that the great beauty and joy of the whole 
=— in its involving the warmest and purest affections of the 

eart. 

After taking time for reflection, prayer, and self-scrutiny, and delib- 
erately making up your mind to own Christ before the world, you hon- 
estly, as we may hope, promised that you would be, to your dying day, 
a cheerful, active, whole-hearted Christian; that you would serve God 
of choice; that you would deny yourself, and take up every cross of 
your own free will, for Christ’s sake; that you would “not of constraint, 
but willingly,” fulfil all the obligations involved in a Christian profes- 
sion. Suppose now, you should be reluctant to perform this or that 
self-denying duty. Suppose you should need pressing and urging, in 
order to give a punctual, wakeful, and cheerful attendance upon the 
services of God’s house, and the weekly meetings of the church. Sup- 
pose your contributions for the support of the Gospel at home, and its 
diffusion abroad, should come hard at the best, and be stinted in meas- 
ure when they do come. Suppose secret devotion, self-inspection, 
family prayer, study of the Bible, are irksome to you—that you attend 
to them at best rather to pacify conscience, than with joyful and wil- 
ling heart. I have only to ask, on condition that the affirmative of all 
this is true, if there be not a wide distance between your actual, present 
life, and your actual, former profession—if there be not a wide space 
between promise and fulfilment—if there be not occasion to write at 
the top of every page of your daily life, inconsistency and sheer dis- 
honesty ? 
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IV. The ministers of the church might address a far greater propor- 
tion of their sermons and their energies than they now do, directly to 
the impenitent, if professed disciples of Christ would cheerfully and 
promptly come up to the measure of their own duties. It is indeed 
true that, on the most favorable supposition, it would be needful to 
preach many sermons and give multitudinous instructions for the pur- 
pose of enlightening, guiding, and elevating Christians. This will al- 
ways be an interesting, important, and delightful part of a pastor’s 
work. But, if there were a willing mind and a loving heart in them 
generally, the great thing that he would need to do would be simply 
to point out and illustrate the path of duty, and they would be prepar- 
ed to enter and pursue it. He would not have to spend sleepless nights 
and anxious days in order to concentrate motives to urge them to do 
plain duty. Much less would he be every day in the week, on the 
search after a trumpet of greater power, through which he might send 
a blast sufficiently loud and dense to wake them from slumber. The 
would not sleep, as do others. They would be ready to co-operate with 
him in his plans of usefulness. Anxious mainly to know when they 
could labor to the best advantage, how they could direct their energies 
so as most favorably to affect the interests of Christ’s kingdom. They 
would practically say to the spiritual watchman and guide, “‘ We are 
ready for any service or any trial; only tell us where to go and what 
to do, that Christ may be honored and souls blessed.” 

Now, it is an occurrence not very infrequent, that the pastor has 
to exhaust his best energies and employ his most available hours, in 
devising means to rouse and urge to duty, the members of his church. 
He feels it to be the dictate of sound wisdom and the plain call of duty, 
to select subjects and study them with great care, and throw into their 
illustration and enforcement his best thoughts, his most pungent argu- 
ments, and to accumulate the most impressive motives at command, 
that he may open the dull eye, rouse the torpid sensibilities of those 
who profess to be members of Christ’s living body, and cause the 
blood of spiritual life once more to course through the heart with energy 
and rapidity. The waters are so sluggish, that he must move them, 
or they will breed death. The elements are so still, that he must pro- 
«luce some commotion, or they will cease to support life. 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Nor would they be so, 
in any case, if we could bear record, that “ to their power and beyond 
their power,” Christians were “ willing of themselves,” to engage in 
their appropriate work: Then might the minister of Christ have more 
time for study and meditation on the best means of awakening, con- 
vincing, and saving the impenitent and the lost. Then, as he pre- 
pared his sermons, feeling that his hours would be made strong by the 
consistency, sympathy and prayers of his church, could he lay himself 
ut with unimpaired energy, with unfettered freedom of spirit, to 
awaken new feelings, and, under God, beget a new life, in souls hasten- 
ing to death. Then, in the arrangement of his arguments and motives, 
in the selection of illustrations and analogies, to make all converge to 
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a practical and effective application ; he would feel that he should not 
“ Jabor in vain or spend his strength for naught.” 

If to all this be added the thought, that, encouraged by the prompt 
energy and cordial co-agency of his brethren in the church, counting 
not in vain upon their earnest prayers in his behalf, he will be alto- 
gether more likely to perform the whole round of his duties with in- 
creased vigor, and become a more able and successful minister of the 
New Testament; is not the motive to their fulfilling the high expec- 
tations they have raised, one which appeals to their best feelings as 
men and as Christians ? 


V. This spontaneousness in Christian effort is enforced by its influ- 
ence on others besides the ministers of the Gospel. Whoever sets an 
example of it is administering a kind, yet severe reproof to every 
sluggish and inconsistent professor. More plainly and more emphati- 
cally than by words, he declares to every such one, “ You have left 
your first love—you have wandered from God, and should immediately 
remember whence you have fallen, and repent.’ Let the majority of 
members in any church be such as “ not by constraint, but willingly 
are steadfast, immoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, and that church will be a very uncomfortable place, not only 
for the hypocrite, but also for the backslider of every grade. You 
have seen it verified in a season of special religious interest. The 
Spirit of God has come down in answer to prayer. One after another 
has been aroused and humbled and opened his heart to welcome that 
Spirit as a constant guest, and finally, the great majority of the church 
have cordially given themselves to the work whereunto they were 
called. Do you not remember how difficult it was then for a profes- 
sor to live without, as it were, “coming up to the help of the Lord, 
the help of the Lord against the mighty ?” Would not any one have 
found it very hard work at that time to carry out the experiment with 
even apparent success, of serving God and mammon? of trying to be 
a Christian and manifest no deep and heart-felt interest in his Master’s 
work? Thus every recreant disciple, every one who fails to cultivate 
and exhibit heartiness in his good work, is in circumstances which con- 
stantly reprimand and rebuke him for his sin, and urge him to duty, 
and tend to purify and elevate him. 

Nor is this all. Examples of this spontaneous activity for Christ’s 
sake are full of encouragement and strength to such as aim to be 
Christ’s every day and in all circumstances. One alone, if he see all 
around him neglecting duty and conforming to the world, must have 
special communications from above, or he will be likely to yield to the 
influence which, as a strong current, sets away from God, and gradu- 
ally sinks to the level of worldliness where dwell the many who have 
covenanted with Heaven. We all know the power of “ evil communi- 
cations to corrupt good manners.” 

But “they that walk with the wise shall be wise.” They who are 
encouraged by members around them to be and do good, to strive after 
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eminent degrees of holiness, have not only the ordinary blessing of the 
Spirit—but all the social influences of virtue are enlisted in their be- 
half. The warm heart of one sends out pulsations to meet and mingle 
with those that come from a like heart in another. Thus the healthful 
energy of both is increased. Tongue speaks to tongue ; eye enkindles 
eye; hand strengthens hand ; conscience answers to conscience ; and 
soul grapples itself to soul in a union, which is power for mutual help 
and mutual joy. 

Then how such examples speak to the world! When our fathers 
and mothers made such efforts and submitted to such sacrifices in order 
to save their homes, their altars, and their children’s inheritance from 
slavery ; did it need any one to prove to the on-lookers of the world 
by elaborate arguments, that the fire of patriotism was burning bright- 
ly in their hearts? Was not such devotion to country, such readi- 
ness to send forth their sons to the hazard of a doubtful contest, 
such forwardness to deny themselves of almost the necessaries of life 
that the cause of freedom might prosper, an unanswerable proof of the 
reality and power of patriotism, a reproof to every coward and self- 
seeker ; and a powerful means of securing allies and securing help in 
every form, to their cause? Thus earnestness and whole-heartedness 
in any good enterprise, is the most powerful means of defeating oppo- 
sition to it and ensuring prosperity. So, emphatically is it in religion. 
Let Christians, not by compulsory process of argument and stringent 
motive, but “ of their own accord,” in the lifesomeness and gladness of 
glowing desire, engage in the pure and elevating services of godliness, 
and they speak a language to worldly men which every one can inter- 
pret for himself, and which is never spoken without effect. One who 
has mene | sketched the piety of the early Christians, says, “ so 
simple-hearted, so pure-minded, so unaffectedly sincere were they in all 
their conduct, that they thereby win over multitudes even of unbe- 
lievers and atheists, and those who had the most violent prejudices of 
early education and constant habit against them and their doctrines. 
In like manner as since, hypocrites and half Christians, by their affec- 
tation of religion in profession and violation of it in practice, have 
given false impressions of Christianity, and made unbelievers and athe- 
ists and scoffers of those who in early life had been educated to be- 
lieve and reverence the Bible.” 

If we, then, would let our light shine, so that others shall see our 
good works and glorify our Father in Heaven ; we must, according to 
our ability, be willing of ourselves to perform every service. If we 
would see sinners crowding the ways to Zion’s spiritual temple, if we 
would see “ much people added to the Lord,” we must walk in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. 

Another thought should be suggested in order to show the full force 
of this particular. It is this: those who are born into the Kingdom 
of Christ, are usually nurtured under the regimen and trained to the 
standard of piety which are prevalent when they are thusborn. That 
is, young Christians will be very likely to fix their eye on that style of 
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piety which is most constantly before them ; and generally they will 
not sink very far below, nor rise very far above the average tone of 
spirituality which prevails in the hurch. If Christians will open their 
hearts wide for the entrance and indwelling of the Holy Spirit ; if they 
will so welcome the presence of Christ by faith as to “ be filled with 
all the fulness of God;” they will so elevate the standard of piety, 
that what is extraordinary now, shall be no more than the common 
level of Christian feeling—that what is now called a “ revival,” in the 
best sense of the term, shall only equal the usual exercise and exhibi- 
tion of spirituality ; and thus will they exert a mighty influence for good 
on all who are translated from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom 
of God’s dear Son. They will create such a spiritual atmosphere and 
furnish such spiritual nutriment for the newly-adopted spirit, that he 
will thrive and grow as he could not endure a different regimen, and 
thus far more speedily, and safely too, attain “to the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” This deep experience of the love of 
God will quite transfigure their whole souls with love and power. 
“Tt will give them the wings of a seraph, the freedom and swiftness of 
a celestial nature.’ It will enable them to present so excellent and 
beautiful a specimen of the Christian character, so pure and faultless a 
model for imitation, that the false-hearted will be thrown back in de- 
spair, while the genuine sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty 
shall be excited to “ perfect holiness in the fear of God,” until trans- 
formed into the glorious image of their Redeemer. 

In the light of this consideration, how the importance of our subject 
is ge ! It would seem as if no other motive could be needed to 
stimulate every Christian to seek for a fresh baptism from above. He 
must cultivate a deeper and a richer experience of God’s love. He 
must endeavor to elevate the standard of Christian character, to convert 
what is now extraordinary into the usual tone of spirituality. He must 
be prompt and energetic in his work, giving continually the finest spe- 
cimens of spontaneous activity in the service of the «divine Master. 

If it were needful to say another word to enforce the importance of 
this duty, it would be easy to show that the richest joys which the heart 
can experience in this world are connected with this spontaneous, free- 
will offering to God. A reluctant, compelled service is never a joyful 
one. A grudged offering is neither very acceptable to the recipient, nor 
very pleasant to the giver. He who professedly labors for God and 
the good of souls, not willingly, but of constraint, is a stranger to the 
best joys of the heart. If Christians would but always carry out the 
spirit of our text, would open their hearts wide and freely for the in- 
dwelling of Christ, and so welcome the Spirit that he would delight to 
abide in them as his own chosen temple, and thus go to their work as 
an obedient son hastens to anticipate the wishes of his father, the joy 
of the Lord would be their strength ; and they would daily be receiving 
both a pledge and a foretaste of heaven’s own blessedness. In this 
way alone can they enter into the spirit, and illustrate the precept of 
the Apostle, “ Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, rejoice.’ 
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In this way only can their religion be in them a “ well of water Spring- . 


ing up into everlasting life :’’—their joys - forth as from an over- 
flowing fountain. But we must not dwell longer on this delightful 
topic. 

This spontaneousness in Christian duty would have an important 
bearing on the world’s conversion to Christ. It would increase the 
declarative glory of God as displayed in the view of angels and men, 
in preparing the disciples for afflictions and trials, in giving them the 
victory through Christ over death and the grave, in presenting them 
“ with exceeding joy” before the Judge of quick and dead. It would 
augment their reward and glory through all coming eternity. These 
are all interesting and pertinent considerations, with which to magnify 
and enforce the importance of our subject. But the limits of our short 
discourse will not allow us to expatiate upon them. 

A word of caution must not be forgotten. Let Christ’s disciples be 
always filled with ardor and burning zeal, but let it always be the ardor 
of: true and holy love, not the glow of a false, or the destructive bril- 
liancy of an uncontrolled fire. Be “ always zealously affected” in every 
good cause ; it is “ good” thus to feel and to act for God. No matter 
if your zeal rise as high, and impel as vigorously as an angel’s, so be 
that it accord with knowledge. Let your heart, like the waters of a 
full vessel, be struggling for egress; but see that its outgushings are 
always in the right direction, that they are fraught with blessings, and 
blessings only. “ Add to your faith, virtue :” that is, courage, manly 
vigor, the energy of a Christian soldier; but be sure to add to this, 
“virtue and knowledge.” Let your glowing energies, your most zealous 
impulses, be ever under the control of reason and conscience, quickened 
and enlightened by the word of God and by prayer. 

With this word of caution, the subject administers a pointed rebuke. 
If we are not in the habit, day by day, of abiding cheerfully by the 
obligations involved in our profession, of engaging heartily in the 
service of Christ; if it is easy for us to suggest palliations for neglect 
of duty, and difficult or irksome for us to move on the line of Christian 
obligation ; if a slight cause detains us from the house of prayer, and 
from the regular appointments of the church; if the great reason why 
any suppose that we are Christians is, that they witnessed our profes- 
sion, and have since seen us approach the communion table; if our 
closets, our Bibles, our family altars, our seats in the sanctuary, our 
places in the meeting for prayer, our dealings with men in the ordinary 
transactions of life, can tell of open or covert obliquities, coldness, 
omissions of service, task-work, compulsory formalities:—then is our 
subject full of reproof and full of warning tous. It speaks to us with 
an emphasis which we cannot misunderstand, “ Remember whence ye 
are fallen and repent.” If instead of speaking for God and conversing 
about Christ as we have met one another, and, as we have had favora- 
ble opportunity, commending religion to the impenitent, we have been 
ready to speak of anything, everything else ; then, admitting that “ out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” it is obvious that 
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our hearts’ abundance has not been of the love of God, but of things 
“seen and temporal ;” and then does our subject frown upon us in the 
severity of holy rebuke. If we have lost our interest in the world’s 
conversion to Christ; if we have learned to make ingenious excuses 
for not contributing freely and generously to the enterprises of benevo- 
lence; if we have read without interest or desire of imitation the ad- 
mirable example of the Macedonian churches, “ who first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and then in a great trial of affliction, let the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abound unto the riches 
of their liberality ;”’ then are we indeed exposed to the withering rebuke 
of our divine Master, and have as much reason as Peter had, “ to go out 
and weep bitterly.” 

In conclusion, our subject appeals with great tenderness and power 
to the best feelings and noblest principles of every disciple of Christ. 
To all it says, “ Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” “ But 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and 

our members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” “For the 
ove of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead; and that he died for all, that they which 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who 
died for them and rose again.” “For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
Yes, “to your power, yea, and beyond your power, BE WILLING OF YOUR- 
SELVES,” 
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THE BLESSED CONSEQUENCE OF REPENTANCE. 


Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.”"—Acts 
iii. 19. 


Peter and John healed a lame man in the temple. The man had 
expected no such thing. All he did or felt was to look at them 
steadfastly, and hope that in the depth of their compassion, they might 
give him a single silver piece to help him in his poverty. What was 
his astonishment, when Peter said, “ No money !—but such as I have 
give I unto thee.” “IN Tae Name or Jesus Curist, RISE UP AND 
waLk.” What was his astonishment, not merely to hear the words, 
but to feel strength rushing to his ancle bones, and himself obeying 
the instinct of his animal nature, with the delightful consciousness that 
he was a whole man! 

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, “ Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb shall sing ; for in the wilderness waters shall break out and 
streams in the desert.” 

This lame man leaped for joy and praised God. “ And all the peo- 

le saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it was he 
which sat for alms at the beautiful gate of the temple. And as they 
ran together, all, and gazed with stupid astonishment, looking no fur- 
ther than the naked fact, without seeking for a cause out of Peter and 
John,—Peter, reproving them, said, Why look ye so earnestly on us, 
as though we had done thisthing ? God has done it,—glorifying his 
Son Jesus,—and it is in His name, through faith in His name, that has 
made this man whole,—yea, the faith which is by Him hath given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all ;—yea, the faith which 
is by Him, whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the presence of 
Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. But ye denied the 
Holy One and the Just,and desired a murderer to be granted unto you: 
and ye killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from the 
dead. Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out.” 


Peter thus came boldly up to the multitude of the Jews, in the most . 


public place in Jerusalem, at the hour of largest concourse—the hour 
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of prayer—it being the ninth hour, that is, three o’clock in the after- 
noon. And he charges them with the highest crimes men could com- 
mit. ““ Ye denied the Holy One and the Just—ye killed the Prince of 
Life,—your garments are red with the crime of murder,—and murder 
of no ordinary sort, but the most aggravated.” Yet it is probable that 
not one of this multitude was directly instrumental in the arrest, trial 
and crucifixion of Christ. The meaning simply is, Ye assented in your 
hearts to what your Rulers did—ye rejected Christ from the throne 
of your hearts, and ye rejoiced when the cruel indignity and scorn were 
put upon the Prince of Life, by nailing him to the cross. - It was upon 
this charge, which they attempted neither to palliate nor deny, that 
Peter grounded his exhortation, “ Repent and be converted, that your 
sins may be blotted out.” 

My hearers, to this text thus introduced, I call your attention more 
particularly to its latter part,—“ that your sins may be blotted out :”— 
the blessed consequence of repentance—the blotting out of sin. 

Now, that sins are to be blotted out in any case, implies that some- 
where they are written down. 

I. Where, then, are they written down? Be this our First inquiry. 
They are written in God’s book. But does God keep a book, and 
write down in it daily transactions—sins—offences against his law and 
government ? Yes, God keeps a book ; and writes down all that you 
do that is wrong, and all that you feel in the secret recesses of the 
soul. There are two passages in the Bible of fearful interest on this 
subject. The candid reader of the Bible cannot read them, if his eyes 
are but a Jittle opened, without a current of awe, not to say horror, 
— back from his veins to his heart. The first is.the 139th 

salm. 

O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my 
down-sitting and mine up-rising ; thou understandest my thought afar 
off. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquaint- 
ed with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, but lo, 
O Lorp, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and 
before, and laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too won- 
derful for me: it is high, I cannot a/tain unto it. Whither shall I go 
from thy spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If I as- 
cend up into heaven, thou art there: if 1 make my bed in hell, behold, 
thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness shall cov- 
er me: even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from thee, but the night shineth as the day: the darkness 
-and the light are both alike to thee. 

The second passage is in Revelations, xx. 12. 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened : and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life ; and the dead were judged out of those things which were writ- 
ten in the books, according to their works. 
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1. The first of these passages asserts the capacity of God to take cog- 
nizance of human action, through its entire range; from the out- 
ward act to the inmost feeling. And the second asserts the fact that 
all are noticed and written down ;—that they are made the basis of the 
judgment God will hold, and the sentence he will pronounce at 
last. 

2. Again, your sins are written down on the conscience and the me- 
mory ; that is, on your’own soul. It may be that only the last lines of 
the long roll are legible to you ; but God can at any moment develope 
that roll, so that from its one end to its other, you shall see it all ; so 
that in an instant you shall read both its details and its sum. And he 
can hold it open, and hold it up, to the mind’s eye, so that it shall never, 
never pass away. My hearer, how long could you bear to look at 
each and all of your sins with the conviction that you were not able to 
turn off the view for a moment, though panting ever so hard for the 
privilege ? 

3. Again, your sins will be written down in the sight of all men. 
The day of judgment will be a day of exhibition,—of declaration,—of 
public showing of all human deeds, unto all interested in God’s gov- 
ernment. If the principles of his government, and if his character 
compel him to punish, then it behooves him to let all intelligences un- 
derstand the grounds of that punishment. This enters into our very 
idea of a moral government,—a government based on justice and in- 
telligence. Therefore, will God cause the long roll of every sinner’s 
sins to be wide unfurled and fixed immovably to the broad firmament, 
so that it shall be known and read of all men: so that if peradventure 
any bold blasphemer shall rise and say, “ Why is this man adjudged to 
such a doom ?” God shall say to the multitudinous assembly, “ Read it 
there :’—so that the convicted sinner shall himself say, “ Amen—read 
it there!” 

And so also will that long roll of crime be transferred to the walls 
of the dreary prison of God’s enemies ; so that if the wretched outcast 
should desire oblivion of his crimes, there stands the authenticated cata- 
logue—dread duplicate of his own soul. And should he desire that 
his associates in suffering and guilt might forget, there stands the evi- 
dence of his guilt. Like a hated spectre it follows him, it haunts him, 
it is the all-present and everlasting accusation of himself and vindicator 
of God. 

Men’s sins then are written down; in God’s book—in the con- 
science. They will be written down in the sight of all men; and in 
the ultimate prison of the unpardoned, incorrigible sinner. They will 
be as it were nailed up on his prison walls; so that all within those 
walls shall know why he himself is there. 

And now, would it not be a blessed thing for the sinner, at the judg- 
ment day, to have his sins blotted out ? Look then, 

II. At this consequence of repentance. Peter says, “ Repent, that 
your sins may be blotted out. What then is it for sin to be blotted 
out? We have inquired what it is for sin to be written down,—what 
is it for sin to be blotted out ? 
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1. First, it is to have our sins removed from God’s view. It is as if 
the whole record of sinful acts and sinful feelings were struck out at 
one dash. Not that God will indeed forget them ; but he will act as 
if he had never known them. “ And their sins and their iniquities will 
I remember no more.” “ As far as the east is removed from the west, 
so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. For as the heaven 
is high above the earth, so great is his mercy towards them that fear 
him.” And as David prayed in the fifty-first Psalm,—* Hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities,” so God does. And 
when God thus blots out the iniquities of those who repent, he writes 
their names in another book—even the Lamb’s Book of Life. “ And 
another book was opened which was the book of life.” 

2. It is to have our sins blotted from the book of conscience. Not 
indeed that they will be so annihilated as that there shall be no memo- 
ry of them ; but blotted out in the sense that they will no longer give 
pain by the remembrance. They will no longer remain there as accu- 
sers, tormentors, terrifiers. They will no longer exist as pledges, sig- 
nals, earnests of alienation from God and of a certain fearful looking- 
for of judgment. They will no longer be there like the mark on the 
forehead of Cain. In every such respect they are gone—gone—gone, 
sunk in the ocean wave, never to appear again. The conscience is at 
peace—tranquillized—perfected—as if there had never been any long 
catalogue of sins recorded upon it. Still there is such remembrance as 
preserves unimpaired the foundation of gratitude. It will dictate the 
song of redeeming love,—‘ Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever, Amen.”’ 

Once more; it is to have sins removed from the view and memory 
of all beholders. And this will come to pass from the altered charac- 
ter of the forgiven. Once, they were wicked, the enemies of God, 
clothed in all the moral deformity of sin, with marks on their foreheads 
like Cain’s, with the record and catalogue of their sins nailed up on 
the heavens before them wherever they went. But now, their charac- 
ters are changed, their robes are changed, they are white, their hands 
are washed ; there is nothing about them to proclaim before them as 
they go, their former horrible character and deserts. But the character 
they possess through grace, will arrest the attention, and hold it, and 
absorb the contemplation of all who look upon them. And although 
God, from his infinite and unchangeable attributes, can never be igno- 
rant; and although the indelible impressions on their own memory of 
what they once were, remain, so as to give ever more new relish and 
pathos and power to the song “ Worthy is the Lamb ;” still, their new 
characters, and the perfect conviction of the glorious blending of God’s 
justice and mercy in their salvation, will take the place of all other 
thoughts in the minds of beholders. 

Their sins are blotted out. Over the book, the blood of Christ has 
flowed—a mighty stream—and obliterated every mark. The glowing 
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fire of God’s love has purified their souls, so that their excellences solel 
appear, not their previous deformities. Their enmity is taken away, 
and a reciprocity of love fills their souls, onward, for ever more. 

And now, my hearers, in respect to this subject, where are we? 
Let us bring the subject directly home; let each one wrap himself in 
it; let each hold his mind to it, as a matter of personal, not of foreign 
concernment. Consider then, 

1. In the first place, how great a matter this is,—to have sin blotted 
out. You think “ it a great matter, when you hear that such and such 
an one of your acquaintance has come into possession, suddenly and 
unexpectedly, of a great estate ; if another, contrary to all probability, 
has been elected to an honorable and highly lucrative office ; if any 
young lady of worth, but in obscurity and destitution, is suddenly mar- 
ried into an elevated and honorable, and wealthy and happy connexion, 
You think it a great matter, when you hear or read of remarkable 
changes in the political werld. And you would think it a great mat- 
ter if you should go out this evening, and discover that Sirius, the 
most brilliant star in the heavens, no longer occupied its accustomed 
place, but was gone, vanished, annihilated. 

But suppose, my hearers, that before the morrow’s sun, it should be 
known here as a certain truth, and in heaven, too, that nine young im- 
mortals,* now before me, who came to me on Monday evening last, 
with the inquiry, “ What shall I do to be saved ?” had had their sins 
blotted out from God’s book—from the burning record of a troubled 
conscience,—and that that record should never be nailed up in the 
dread prison of despair—nor ever remembered in heaven, except as 
an occasion of one more pealing anthem of praise, “ Unto him who 
Joved us and washed us in his own blood, and made us kings and priests 
unte God and his Father.” This would be a matter of importance. 
This would transcend in importance the estate, the office, the marriage, 
the star. 

Revert then to yourselves. To every sinner in this assembly, wheth- 
er young, middle-aged, or old,—to every sinner, who, in the retirement 
of the closet, is compelled to say unto himself, “ Soul, thou art in the 
gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,” and to heaven, “ God be merci- 
ul to me, a sinner :”’—to every such one, I say, bearing the commis- 
sion of the skies, that God, even thy God—the father, even thy father, 
stands ready to do this great thing for you :—To say to the recording 
angel, “ Stay ! reverse thy pen—draw it backward over all the space of 
months and years—of ten, twenty, forty, seventy years, even a whole 
life :—To say to some other ministering spirit, “ Fly quickly down to 
Earth, and pour upon that troubled conscience the blood of Christ :’— 
To another, “ Take the key that would open the eternal prison for that 
soul, and hurl it beyond creation’s bounds,”’—+to say to him, “ Welcome, 





* Young ladies, members of a school, whom the writer hopes and believes to have 
been truly converted. 
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returning Prodigal, welcome to thy father’s arms, to heaven, to the 
society of angels and the great company of the Redeemed.” 

I say, God is ready to do this great thing for you, if you will but 
repent and be converted. For, has not the Lord Jesus Christ died for 
this very end. ‘ The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin,” saith 
the Apostle John. ‘ Having therefore boldness,” says Paul, “ to enter 
into the Holiest by the blood of Christ.” And Christ himself says— 
“ Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” And again, in the parable of the great supper, “Come, 
for all things are now ready.” What now is the meaning of all this, 
if it is not that here is the fountain of cleansing, made ready. Here 
is the heavenly agent, the Holy Spirit, ready to give the new heart and 
build it up in holiness ; here is the food of angels and of the redeemed 
in heaven made ready. O, then, come! for all things are now ready. 
Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out. Why 
will you stay away and starve? Why wrap yourselves in the rags of 
your own self-righteousness, that cannot hide sin’s deformity! Why 
will you run any longer the hazard, the dreadful hazard, of having 
that record of your sins nailed up—for my mind will not let go that 
thought—nalLep vp there on the walls of the eternal prison ! 

Pass onward then to another thought that struggles to conneet itself 
with this of God’s willingness. Is this the way you are going to re- 
quite the willingness of God? While God is saying, “ Come away, 
leave the world and its works,—the Devil and his snares; come, for 
all things are now ready,—the fountain, the heavenly agent, the food, 
the white robes, the mansions. Come, and your sins and iniquities 
will I remember no more ;”—Is this the way you choose to requite the 
offer of such kindness ? to slight it, to pass by on the other side, out of 
hearing, and not deigning to give the offer even a serious considera- 
tion. My hearers, here is kindness, before which, in the comparison, 
all human kindness that we have ever read or heard of vanishes and 
deserves never to be named. It is God—the great God—the Lord of 
heaven and earth—condescending to man, stooping down from heaven 
to earth. It is your Father, your heavenly Father, reaching forth an 
arm of tender compassion to you, even while he cannot look on your 
present character but with abhorrence. And He reaches forth that 
hand while his Son bleeds and dies. Nay, this is the only reason why 
he can do it; here only can Mercy and Truth meet,—Righteousness 
and Peace kiss each other. 


“ Here’s love and grief beyond degree, 
The Soul of Glory dies for men !” 


“He shed a thousand drops for you, 
A thousand drops of richer blood.” 


And this is the only theatre on which this kindness can be shown. 
It is here, then, on this theatre, and thus,—that is, in connection with 
dying groans, the dying groans of his Son, that the Father condescends 
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and stoops and entreats. Jt is in such connection that he says, “ How 
shall I give thee up, Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? 
How shall I make thee as Admah? How shall I set thee as Zeboim ? 
My heart is turned within me, my repentance are kindled together.” 

My hearers, the requital of such kindness with neglect and scorn 
will add to that catalogue of sin, of which we have been discoursing. 
It will add to it a fearful amount. It will pour fresh burning coa 
upon your troubled conscience. It will cause to stand out in higher 
relief, the awful characters of your guilt, as you shall read them upon 
those prison walls. O do not do it! do not add a crime deeper, black- 
er, deadlier than all—that of finally rejecting God’s offered mercy. 
Though by your sins of every kind, degree and hue, you have practi- 
cally given an assent to the cruel murder of the Prince of Life—the 
Holy One and the Just, even as Peter charged upon his audience in the 
temple, you have not, as I would fondly hope and believe, set your 
hand and seal in a final rejection of these offers. Some do this before 
death closes the mortal scene; but you have not, as I will believe. 
Therefore, I say, and I would say it if I could with an angel’s voice, 
forbear to do it—forbear, for Heaven’s love and Christ’s love forbear. 
In the name of the blessed God, of angels and of men,—in Christ’s 
name, in the name of his bleeding hands and bleeding side—do not 
do it. “Do what?’ do I hear you say 1—Refuse to set your hand 
and seal to the instrument that bars the daors of Heaven against you 
for ever,-—that repulses with your own hand the last offer to have your 
sins blotted out. O! repent and be converted now. God will not 
always wait. It is appointed unto all men once to die, and after death 
the judgment.” God will not wait always. It is unreasonable in 
you to expect that he will always wait. Therefore, Repent now, that 
your sins may be blotted out. 

And now, my Hearers, I seem to stand near some dividing line of 
Time’s rapid course. The old year has almost gone; the new one 
nearly come. You stand on its threshold, but will you advance into 
its inner apartments? Will you range through all its walks? That, 
dear hearers, is known to God, but not to you. It may be, that the 
mandate has gone forth in respect to more than one of you, “cut it 
down ; why cumbreth it the ground.” It may have been said, “ Letno 
more offers of mercy be made to some of you””—they have been reject- 
ed too often and too long. Let judgment proceed and justice take its 
course. The soul that sinneth and will not repent, shall die. “I have 
sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest.” 

But, Sinner, “ we hope better things of you, —— we thus speak, 
and things that accompany salvation.” Listen then, listen to the voice 
of Time, as well as to the other voices of God. Let not Time complete 
another degree, however short, in your mortal career, before you have 
accomplished the work of repentance, and began to receive the blessed 
consequence thereof—the blotting out of your sins. Why shall not 
the beginning of the year be the beginning in your soul, of the ever- 
lasting song ? 
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